
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94-164
NPDES NO. CA0028720

RENEWAL OF WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

PHILIPS SEMICONDUCTORS
811 E. ARQUES AVENUE FACILITY
SUNNYVALE, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter the Board) finds that:

1. Philips Semiconductors (hereinafter the discharger), by application dated
December 15, 1992, has applied for renewal of waste discharge
requirements and a permit to discharge waste under the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). The discharger is currently
discharging wastes pursuant to Order No. 88-114, adopted on July 20,
1988, as amended by Order No. 89-124 adopted on July 19,1989.

2. Prior to January 1993, the semiconductor manufacturing facility located at
811 E. Arques Avenue, Sunnyvale, was referred to as Signetics Company.
Signetics Company was formerly a subsidiary of Philips Electronics North
American Corporation. In January 1993, the facility name was changed to
Philips Semiconductors.

3. Subsurface investigations at the site have detected various chemicals,
including 1,1, 1-trichloroethane (TCA), trichloroethylene (TCE), 1,1
dichloroethene (DCE), freon, xylene, ethylbenzene, and dichlorobenzene in
both soils and groundwater at the site. Some of these chemicals are found
in off-site groundwater. Investigations undertaken by the discharger, in
cooperation with Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. (AMD) and TRW, Inc.
indicated that chemicals from all three companies' sites had migrated in the
groundwater to form a merged plume of pollution extending to a depth of 75
feet and a lateral distance over 2,000 feet downgradient of the dischargers
facility on 811 E. Arques Avenue.


































